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who chose as a plot for his novel The Badgers an episode from the
history of the civil war waged, not at the front, but between two
villages in the center of Russia. Leonov, son of a self-educated
peasant and grandson of a small Moscow shopkeeper, was equally
familiar with both city and rural surroundings. In his novel two
brothers, of the Moscow merchant class, come into a primitive
village, where one of them assumes the role of champion of the
peasants in their struggle against the Soviet government, while
the other becomes a Bolshevik workman. The collecting of the
tax in kind, which is most vividly described, leads to a village riot
and the slaying of the collector. The peasants join the deserters,
the Red Army men also go over to them, and they all take refuge
in the forest, living in badgers* burrows, until the arrival of a
punitive expedition. Meanwhile demoralization sets in among the
"Greens" 4 which leads to their ultimate defeat. On this canvas
Leonov succeeded in painting a picture true to village life without
being accused of showing partiality to the enemies of the Soviet
government, although his sympathy is fairly evident from the very
objectivity of his description.
Granting that both Fadeiev and Leonov already belonged to the
second period of Soviet literature, with its realistic and psychologi-
cal novels, it is F. Gladkov who, in all fairness, must be acknowl-
edged its true representative. His novel Cement was singled out
for having ushered in a new era. The precise novelty was that
with Gladkov literature abandoned the civil war subjects and
turned to the new acute problems of the day, and that this transi-
tion was accomplished by a proletarian writer, Gladkov definitely
separated the individual from the collective and, as a follower of
Dostoevsky, he applied himself to analyzing the ionor feelings and
spiritual conflicts of the individual in his new surroundings, and
the part played by him in socialist construction, Later 00 dbc critics
found the contents of Cement too romantic and its styfc decades**
In both respects Gladkov (b, 1883) was a true child erf his genera-
tion. He was a homeless proletarian, who after his graduation froca
a public school was exikd to Siberia for being an active rcrokt*-
tionary. There he continued his self-education, and from the crad
* The name of die "'Greens" was giwn to the peasant guerffla baads wi*> doting
the civil war fougixt against both tfec Beds mad Ac Wbfees,-~3Eo.